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II. Samvtr, Chap. 111. Verſe 38. 


And the King ſaid unto his ſervants, Know ye 


not that there is a prince and a great man 
fallen this day in Tſrael? 


TTATH then ſome valiant officer, 
renowned for his victories, or ſtateſ- 


man celebrated for his wiſdom in conduQ- 
ing public affairs, lately fallen in this 
kingdom? If there had, I ſhould leave 
others to record his fame — Theſe are not 
the only perſons, who deſerve the charac- 
ter in the text. Men of eminent intellec- 


tual and moral qualities, of extenſive 


knowledge, 


(#3 


knowledge, beneficent hearts, and zeal 
for truth and righteouſneſs. — Men who 
exert their powers, for the temporal and 
£ternal benefit of individuals, and the wel- 
fare of ſociety. Theſe may with equal, with 
ſuperior reaſon be ſtiled great. Such a 
one, in a very eminent ſenſe, hath lately 
fallen — not, like Abner, by the hand of 
a treacherous aſſaſſin, but by the common, 
inſtrument of death, and been depoſited 
in the grave, with deſerved funeral ſolem- 
nity, when multitudes evidenced their 
deep concern by their attendance — an 
oration was pronounced over him, not 
indeed, as over Abner, by a king, but. 
by one whoſe diſtinguiſhed abilities, and 
acquaintance with the deceaſed, enabled 
him to perform it in a judicious and aftec- 
tionate manner; * and all the people, no 
doubt, wept, or with ſorrow in their hearts, 
too deep for tears, returned to their habi- 
tations, ruminating on the loſs, which his 
friends, his! country, the Chriſtian church, 
every wing that can juſtly be included in 
the Iiracl of God, hath ſuſtained! You 

will 

* The Rev. Dr. Kippis. 
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C0 
will naturally ſuppoſe me to refer to the 
Rev. Dr. Price; a Gentleman well known 
in the world, with whoſe excellent writings, 
many of you have been delighted—by whoſe 
inſtructions and devotional exerciſes in the 


pulpit, this church was formerly, ſeveral 


times greatly edified — with whom ſome 


ol its members, and efpecially its miniſters 
were particularly acquainted, and, one of 
them enjoyed a conſiderable ſhare of his 
friendſhip from early life! 


But neither his reputation in the world, 


his occaſional ſervices in this church, the 


intercourſes of friendſhip which have paſſed 


between us, nor my earneſt deſire to ſhew 
reſpe&@ to his memory, ſhould have induced 
me to preſent to this aſſembly, a few 
thoughts, which the account of his death _ 
| hath ſuggeſted, did I not hope they will 
prove of uſe to us all, by bringing 'impor- 
tant truths to our minds, impreſſing the 
ſenſe of them on our hearts, and exciting 


us to the performance of our duties as men 


and Chriſtians! 


What 


What I purpoſe, is in the firſt place, to 
mention a few things concerning the ſpirit 


and conduct of Dr. Price, from my own 


knowledge or credible information; which 
will ſhew that the charaQter in the text, in 


the nobleſt ſenſe, belongs to him. And 
then 2dly. ſome remarks and obſervations. 
of a practical nature, for which the ſub- 


ject lays a ſolid foundation. 


Dr. Richard Price was the ſon of a dif. 


ſenting miniſter at Bridgend in Glamor- 


ganſhire, of good repute in his profeſſion, 


and affluent circumſtances, under whoſe 


inſtructions he early manifeſted an inqui- 
ſitive diſpoſition. In the courſe of his 


accademical education, he ſhewed an ar- 
dent thirſt after knowledge, and that of 


the moſt important nature — of the cauſes 


and principles of things in the natural, ci- 


vil, and religious world. On theſe he 
exerciſed his thoughts, and acquainted 


himſelf thoroughly with ſuch arts, and 


ſciences, as are previouſly neceſſary, or 
uſeful means of attaining it; as logic, ge- 


ometry, and other branches of the mathe- 


matics, 
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matics, for an acquaintance with which, 
| he was greatly eſteemed at that time; and 
which he continued to ſtudy, and made 
great uſe of through the courſe of his life; 
not only in natural philoſophy, or explain- 
ing the laws, by which the Creator governs | 
the material world, but likewiſe in calcu- 
lations relating to Reverſionary Payments, 
and other branches of political Arithmetic. 
From which the nation hath, or might have 
received conſiderable advantage: As it is 
certain that in conſequence of them, ſome 
ſchemes, very threatening to the comfort 
and ſupport of widows and orphans, have 
been laid aſide, and others, conducive to 
their welfare, eſtabliſhed. And above all, 
his knowledge in this ſcience, hath been 
employed with ſucceſs in detetting the fal- 
lacious reaſoning of a celebrated infidel 
| vriter, againſt miracles. 


This laſt ate of human learning, it will 
be acknowledged by all Chriſtians, was com- 
mendable; but ſome may poſſibly ſay, 
Can it ever be proper for a Chriſtian mi- 
niſter, to engage ſo much as Dr. Price hath 
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done, in the civil and temporal affairs of 
the world 2 Would it not have been more 
becoming his character, to have confined 
himlelf, to thoſe things that relate immedi- 
| ately to the ſouls of men, and their eternal 
falvation '—To obviate which, I would 
alk ; doth a perſon by becoming a Chriſ- 
tian, ceaſe to be a man? Is not a miniſter 
a member of civil as well as of religious ſo- 
ciety, and obliged, as ſuch, to promote the 
temporal, as well as ſpiritual welfare of 
mankind? While he deſcribes the oppreſ- 
ſion of the ſouls of men by fin, and the 
means by which they may be preſerved or 
delivered from it, is he to take no notice of 
the ſlavery and oppreſſion, to which their 
bodies and external circumſtances are ex- 
poſed, with the means of ſafety ? Have not 
_ Chriſtians civil privileges, which it is their 
duty to preſerve; and which miniſters are 
to inſtruct them in, and exhort them to 
maintain? This, one would imagine, no 
reſlecting perſon could call in queſtion. 
Beſides, this is neceſſary to their preſerv- 
ing their religious privileges, which are al- 
ways infringed, if not entirely deſtroyed, 
7 when 
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when civil liberty is loſt! The powers of 


the world, in this caſe, generally uſurp the 


place of God and conſcience. They dirett 
what worſhip they pleaſe, and prohibit all 


other. Superſtition commonly takes place | 
of pure religion, and is made uſe of to ri- 


vet their fetrers on mankind ! 


Were therefore, the civil rights of men, 
of no value in themſelves; and in that view, 


out of the province of the miniſters of reli- 
gion; yet from their connexion with ſpi- 


ritual and eternal things, they will juſtify a 


' ſhare of their regard: nay, where peculiar | 


talents are given them by Providence, and 
opportunities afforded, it is their duty to 
exert themſelves, for the welfare of civil 


ſociety. With ſuch talents, our deceaſed 
friend was intruſted in an eminent degree : 
Such opportunities offered; circumſtances 
of a very unuſual nature occurred, and 


called upon him to exerciſe them : He : 


obeyed ! 


Wen the rulers of the nation engaged 


in a very expenſive and bloody war, with 


5 2 our 
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our fellow-ſubjects beyond the Atlantic; 
he wrote * Obſervations on the Nature of 


Civil Liberty, and the Principles of Go- 
vernment,” in which he conſidered that 
war in reſpett of Juſtice—the Principles 
of the Conſtitution—Policy and humanity 
—the honor of the kingdom—and the pro- 
bability of ſucceeding in it: In each of 


which he ſhewed it to be extremely defec- 


tive. This treatiſe damped, in ſome mea- 


ſure, the ſpirits of the abettors of that un- 


the conſiſtent friends of liberty, and the 
proſperity of the nation againſt it; particu- ' 


natural conteſt, excited the diſpleaſure of 


larly of the Corporation of London, who 


manifeſted their approbation of the work 


and its author, by conferring upon him 


the freedom of the city, in the moſt honor- 


able manner. 


The iſſue and effects of that war are well 


known. When it terminated in the ac- 
| knowledged independency of the Ameri- 


can States; and a conſtitution of Govern- 
ment was to be formed; they applied to the 


Dottor for his aſſiſtance i in that momentous 
affair. 
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affair. His age, his connexions in this 
country, and his relation to a very reſpe&- 
able church, in which he diſcharged the 
duties of the paſtoral office, with diligence 
and affettion, prevented him from comply. 
ing with their requeſt, as it included his 
perſonal preſence ; but he communicated 
to them his advice in a treatiſe, intitled, 
© Obſervations on the Importance of the 
American Revolution, and the Means of 
making it a Benefit to the World.“ Of 
this, there is no doubt, they availed them. 
ſelves, and that it contributed confiderably 
towards the conſtitution, which they now 
enjoy, and which, in ſome reſpects, ex- 
ceeds all others. In moſt of the ſtates, re- 
ligion ſtands entirely on the foundation of 
its truth, and the power of God. That un- 
natural alliance between church and ſtate, 
which takes place in theſe parts of the 
world, —that power in magiſtrates of ap- 
pointing a form of religion, for the com- 
munity that invaſion of the rights of citi- 


zens, by excluding ſome Chriſtians from 


places of truſt, on account of their religi- 
ous profeſſion, which prevails in this na- 
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tion, being quite unknown. An effect of 


the revolution, which a perſon of eminence 
in the religious world, hath not ſcrupled to 
repreſent, as a compenſation for all the 
blood and treaſure laviſhed in that long and 


dreadful conteſt. Glorious indeed is that 


liberty to the ſtates, in which it takes place. 


Happy to the inhabitants of other coun- 


tries, to whom it will afford a ſafe retreat, 


if they ſhould be oppreſſed by ſpiritual 
wickedneſs in high places, even the rulers 


of this dark world! 


The treatiſe Jaſt-mentioned was tranſlat- 
ed into French, by the celcbrated Mira- 


beau, (whoſe death is now lamented by the 


friends of freedom in that nation) and may 
reaſonably be ſuppoſed, to have contribut- 


ed, towards enlightening the minds of the 
inhabitants of that country—inſpiring them 


with a love of liberty—and preparing them 


to effect the Revolution, which hath taken 
place. A revolution, glorious in its na- 
ture, and important in its effects! A ſyſtem 
of deſpotiſm, which had ſubſiſted for ages, 

overthrown.—Tyrants deprived of their 


power, 
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power, and inſtruments of oppreſſion—pri- 


ſoners releaſed from their unjuſt confine- 


ment—heavy burdens taken off from the 


depreſſed people—the {word of perſecution 


ſheathed, and all the citizens, different as 
may be, their religious profeſſions, declar- 


ed eligible to offices of honor and profit in 


the ſtate—the vail of ſuperſtition in ſome 
meaſure rent; ſo that the light of true reli- 
gion glimmers through, and giveth one 
room to hope, it will, ere long ſhine forth 


in all its native luſtre ! 


An event ſo intereſting to the civil and 


religious rights of mankind, ſo unparallel 
in the annals of the world; which could 


t but cheer the hearts of all, who 


| 3 a rational concern for truth and li- 
berty, for pure religion and the happineſs 


of their fellow- creatures, might well be 


ſuppoſed, powerfully to affect the breaſt of 
Dr. Price. One may introduce his deſcrip- 
tion of his feelings on the occaſion by the 
following eloquent paſſage, from a cele- 


brated treatiſe of a right honourable gentle- 
man, who remarking on a ſermon of the 
Doctor's, 


(16) 
Doctor's, preached at the Old Jewry, Nov. 
4, 1789, beſore the Revolution Society, 
ſaith, „This inſpires a juvenile warmth 
through his whole frame, and when he ar- 
rives at his peroration, it is in full blaze. 
Then viewing from the Piſgah of his pul- 
pit, the free, moral, happy and glorious 
ſtate of France, as in a bird-eye landſkip 
of a promiſed land, he breaks out into the 
following rapture.” «© What an eventful} 
period is this: I am thankful that I have 
lived to ſee it. I could almoſt ſay, Lord 
now letteſt thou thy ſervant departin peace, 
for mine eyes have ſeen thy ſalvation, I 


have lived to ſee a diffuſion of knowledge, 


which hath undermined ſuperſtition and 
error; I have lived to ſee the rights of men 
better underſtood than ever, and nations 
panting for liberty, which ſeemed to have 
loſt the idea of it: I have lived to ſee 
thirty millions of people, indignant and re- 
ſolute, ſpurning at ſlavery, and demanding 
liberty with an irreſiſtible voice; their king 
led in triumph, and an arbitrary monarch 
ſurrendering himſelf to his ſubjects.” 


Such 
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Such were the ſentiments, ſuch the de- 


lightful ſenſations of his heart; when he 
meditated on that event, and the deſcrip- 
tion which that gentleman hath given of 


them, with a ſneer of diſapprobation, will 


be deemed a real panegyrick, by every en- 
lightened friend of the civil and religious 


rights of mankind. Yes the ſeverity with 
which Mr. Burke purſueth him, in his Re- 


flexions on the French Revolution, will 


raiſe their ideas of his merit, ſince it evi- 


dently, proveth, that he conſidereth Dr. 
Price as a formidable enemy to the ſacred- 


neſs of ancient uſage, prejudice, and non-re- 


fiftance, which (connected as they generally 


are with oppreſſion and ſuperſtition) he 
exerts his fine imagination, and great abi- 
lities to defend. And it is not eaſy to de- 
termine, whether the title of the Apoſtle of 


liberty, given him by one, who then ranked 
high among the nobility of France , and 


now doth in its national aſſembly, or the 
language of reproach which the ſaid right 
honourable gentleman hath thrown out 
againſt him, conduceth moſt toexalt his cha- 
5 | 1 C ] aller, 
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rafter, as an able advocate for religious and 
civil liberty. 


But great as were the talents of Dr. 
Price, and noble his exertions in this 
cauſe, they were by no means [confined 
to ſubjects of that deſcription; I ſhould 
rather ſay, they were principally engaged 

by ſuch as are particularly connected with 

the character of a Chriſtian miniſter. 
Theſe, his excellent writings clearly ſhew, 

employed much of his time. In an early 
period of his life, he publiſhed a Review 

of the principal queſtions and difficulties 
in Morals — with a Diſſertation on the 
Being and Attributes of God,” which 
bear evident marks of a penetrating un- 
derſtanding, and pious heart. 


This treatiſe was followed by another, 
containing four Diſſertations on important 
ſubjects, viz. the firſt on Divine Providence, 
which he ſheweth to be particular, or that 
all the occurrences in nature are under 
perfectly wiſe and good direction. This 
layeth a proper foundation for the ſecond, 
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on the nature, reaſonableneſs, and efſicacy of 


Prayer ; which he treats with ſuch ſtrength 
of judgment, and warmth of devout affec- 
tion, as powerfully tend to convince the 


_ underſtanding, and impreſs the heart with 


a ſenſe of its importance and neceſſity. — 
The third is on the reaſons we have to be- 
lieve that virtuous men will meet and know 


each other in a ſtate of happineſs beyond 


the grave —a doctrine which he improves 
to the practice of virtue and the comfort of 


Chriſtians on the death of their pious 


friends. — The laſt is on the importance of 
Chriſtianity, the Nature of hiſtorical evi- 
dence and Miracles. 


Were I to enumerate all the conſiderable 


productions of his pen, cloſely connected 


with his profeſſion, I might mention the 


Letters, which paſſed between him and a 


friend of high rank in the world of ſcience,“ 


on the ſubjetts of Materialiſim and Neceſſity ; 


which he oppoſed; maintaining the ſpiri- 


tuality of the human mind, and the: free- 
dom of human actions; on which the merit 


Re” 5 or 
Dr. Prieſtly, 
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or demerit of our conduct, and the pro- 
priety of rewards and puniſhments, entirely 
depend. A correſpondence diſtinguiſhed 
by acuteneſs of underſtanding and eſpeci- 
ally by the liberal and candid ſpirit of its 


authors. 


But I muſt not omit his laſt work, con- 
ſiſting of various Sermons, particularly on 
the „ Chriſtian Doctrine as received by 
the different denominations of Chriſtians.” 
In this he deſcribes the. principal ſchemes 
with impartiality, and treats their patrons 
with candor. And having rejected that 
which repreſents our Saviour as the ſu- 
preme being, and yet as making an ade- 
quate compenſation to our heavenly Fa- 
ther, for all the bleſſings of the goſpel ; 
which he deſigns to confer on a ſelect num- 
ber only; as inconſiſtent with the unt), and 
derogatory to the righteouſneſs and mercy of 
God —and likewiſe that which in the other 
extreme, conſidereth Chriſt as having had 
no exiſtence, before he came into this 


world, and ſuſtaining little more than the 


office of a prophet, as degrading his cha- 
racler 
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_ rafter and the grace diſplayed in his media- 
tion. 


- He adopteth that which, agreea- 


bly to the language of ſcripture, repreſents 


our Lord as diveſting himſelf of celeſtial 


glory, and taking fleſh in an uncommon 


manner, that he might, by his obedience 
and ſufferings, become the author of re- 
demption from death to all mankind, and 


of eternal ſalvation to all that obey him. 


This ſcheme repreſents Chriſtianity in a 


moſt important, grand and intereſting 
point of view; and while it tendeth to 


awake the warmeſt gratitude to God, and 
his well beloved Son, in our hearts, afford- 
eth the ſtrongeſt motives to holineſs. 


Theſe are his principal publications, 
which have communicated to all who have 
read them with impartiality, ſentiments of 


the excellence of his underſtanding, and 
| 5 „ | 1 ; 

the piety and benevolence of his heart. 
Sentiments which a perſonal intercourſe 


with him would have confirmed, and 


heightened. This would have thoroughly 


convinced them, that the honour of God, 
and the neee of mankind, by the dif- 
fuſion 


* 
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fuſion of uſeful knowledge and the practice 
of virtue, were the great objects of his 


ſtudies and labours, and not any ſelfiſh 
ends. Ambition and Avarice were entire 


ſtrangers to his heart. He was perfectly 
ſatisfied with his condition; and his for- 
tune, though moderate, was ſufficient to 
defray the expences of that plain ſtile of 


life which he adopted, and to enable him 


to perform numerous acts of beneficence, 


in which he delighted; to which purpoſe 


he appropriated a conſiderable ſhare of his 
income. — Surrounded as he was, in the 
latter part of life, by the blaze of popular 
fame, celebrated by the learned, and ho- 
noured by the friendſhip of ſome of the 
great men of this world, he preſerved his 


humility, his mildneſs, his familiar inter- 
courſe, as far as his numerous avocations 


would permit, with perſons of much infe- 
rior qualities, with whom he had been 
acquainted, and his courteſy towards all. 


It would be almoſt a reflection, to ſay, he 
preſerved his gratitude to, and dependance 
upon God. Theſe though vigorous in 


your. Were irengthened by the ſucceſs 


and 
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and reputation he met with in his purſuits. 
No one better knew, or was more deeply 
ſenſible, that all talents come from God, 
and ſhould be employed in his ſervice : 
nor did any man of eminent merit ever 
arrogate leſs to himſelf, or manifeſt a 
greater inſenſibility of his excellent attain- 
ments. This moſt noble and uſeful prin- 
ciple of piety, had taken thorough poſ- 
ſeſſion of his ſoul, and exerted itſelf in the 
moſt natural and unaffected manner, in his 
private converſation, as well as his public 
performances, which ſeldom failed, with- 
out the aſſiſtance of a ſtrong voice and the 
arts of oratory, to awake ſerious thoughts 
in the minds, and devout affeQtions in the 
hearts of his hearers. This principle ac- 
tuated him in health; it ſupported him in 
ſickneſs and the proſpeft of death, “ ena- 
bling him (to uſe the words of a near rela- 
tion of his which I have read) to bear eight 
weeks excruciating pain, not only without 
murmuring, but with ſerenity ; and to ex- 
erciſe that divine ſpirit in ſickneſs and 
death, which had rendered him an orna- 
ment to human nature, through life!? 
FE He 
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He may therefore be ſaid to have been 
truly great—his moral and religious were 
equal to his intellectual attainments. Many 
perhaps may have exceeded him in parti- 
cular branches of human learning. Some 
poſſibly in moſt. But few if any have ſur- 
paſſed or equalled him in all the ſciences, 
human and divine; and eſpecially in that 
piety and benevolence, which excited him 


to employ them, in promoting the happi- 
neſs of mankind. 


But he is fallen and removed from our 
ſight! What wholly fallen, — entirely pe- 
riſhed! Shall thoſe excellent powers of 
heart and mind, which God hath given; 
and which he cultivated with ſo much dili- 
gence, be deprived of their knowledge, 
their activity, their enjoyment! Shall that 
ſoul which was capable of tracing the wiſ- 
dom and goodneſs of God in his works; 
and of adoring, loving and enjoying him, 
fall into a ſtate of infenfibility—that heart 

which glowed with benevolence and bro- 
 therly love, which was capable of giving 
and recciving pleaſure, by the intercourſes 
of 


(-* 


of friendſhip with the inhabitants of hea- 
ven, be ſtripped of all its amiable qualities, 
become cold and ſenſeleſs as the clods of 
the valley ! The ſpirit within us revolts at 
ſuch a notion. Sentiments of the wiſdom 
and goodneſs of God, as well as ſeveral 
paſſages of ſcripture, encourage us to hope, 
that ſuch a ſoul will be immediately admit- 
ted into their glorious ſociety, —But, what- 
ever doubts there may be concerning the 
time of its commencing, bleſſed be God, 
we have by the goſpel, the fulleſt aſſurance 
of a future ſtate of happineſs for the righte- 
ous; in which all ſhall receive a reward, 
honorable and glorious according to their 
diligence in the work aſſigned them, and 
their improvements in knowledge, righte- 
ouſneſs and holineſs after the image of God. 
What honor, what felicity then, muſt not 
ſuch faithful and improved ſervants of God, 
as our deceaſed friend, be ſuppoſed to en- 
joy !* And therefore, though we mult feel 
=, © - 


'* While the author was compoſing this diſcourle, 
he heard of the death of the Rev. PETER GauTlER., 
A gentleman of good learning, great liberality of 
mind, and a very exemplary conduct; who having 
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a deep concern, for the loſs which his par- 


ticular friends, the church, and the world 
have ſuſtained by his removal, yet a per- 


fwaſion of his advantage, eſpecially when 
arrived, as he was, near a period of life, in 
which there is generally, but little pleaſure, 
and capacity of active ſervice; ſhould mo- 
derate our forrow, and inſtantly ſuppreſs 


any doubts that may ariſe of the wiſdom 
and goodneſs of divine Providence. ; 


I would obſerve 2dly, The reaſon we 
have to bleſs God, who raiſed him up; 
continued 


ſpent the former part of his life, in preaching the 


goſpel in France; where he was expoſed to great dif- 
ficulties and dangers, which greatly impaired his 


health; paſſed the latter part of it, as minifter of the 
French church, and an inſtructor of youth, in this 
city. The Revolution in France, which hath given 
ſuch a fatal blow to bigotry and perſecution, filled 
him with the higheſt pleafure ! more eſpecially as it 
reſtorcd to their rights as citizens, and the full 8 


joyment of their religious liberty, as Chriſtians, his 


friends and brothers, the French Proteſtants, and 
freed them from thoſe unjuſt ſufferings to which dur- 


ing his reſidence ee them, they were 9 
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continued him ſo long, and enabled-him to 


to do ſo much ſervice in the church and 


the world.“ Every good and perfect gift 
cometh down from above, from the Father 
of lights,” declares St. James agreeably 
to the principles of ſound philoſophy. He 


18 the author of the whole frame of man, 


and in a peculiar ſenſe the father of ſpirits — 

hath diſtinguiſhed ſome from others given 
them the means of growing in all thoſe qua- 
lities, which fit them for eminent ſervice, 
and ſucceeded their ſtudies and labors to 
that end. One of the wiſeſt Philoſophers, 


as well as the moſt eminent orators, in the 


Gentile world afferts, © that there never was 
a great man without the divine influence ;” 
meaning, as it ſhould ſeem, particular aſſiſt- 


5 ance from God. Whether he hath reaſon 


or not to affirm this of great generals and 


ambitious ſtateſmen -e certainly have 

juſt ground to aſſert it of men eminent for 
virtue, and excellent talents exerted in de- 
fence of truth and liberty, the promotion 
of knowledge and righteouſneſs, on which 


the happineſs of mankind, both here and 
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How thankful then ſhould we be to di- 


vine Providence, for raiſing up ſo able and 


warm an advocate for theſe important objetts, 
and continuing him ſo long, to bear public 
teſtimony to the truth by his writings, and 
countenance it by his ſteady adherence to 


the doctrine and worſhip taught by the goſ- 


_pel!—The Lord gave, and the Lord hath 


taken away; bleſſed be the name of the 


Lord! The reſidue of the Spirit is with 
him: May he raiſe up, and ſend forth other 
able and faithful ſervants, to defend the 
cauſe of pure religion, and crown their 
labors with abundant ſucceſs! 


qdly, We are naturally led to reflect on 


the ſuperior excellency of the Chriſtian re- 


ligion, as taught in the New Teſtament, to 


all the ſyſtems and ſchemes of philoſophy ! 


Compare the accounts, which the moſt emi- 


nent philoſophers in the Pagan world, have 


given of God and religion—of the duties of 


men here, and their expectations hereafter, 


with thoſe, which our deceaſed friend, and 
other Chriſtian philoſophers of the preſent 
age bave laid before us; and you will find 


them 
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them as the productions of children, to 
thole of men. —Obſcure, doubtful, er- 
roneous on thoſe momentous ſubjetts ; 
whereas thoſe of the others are Juſt, certain 
and clear :—It is owing likewiſe to their 
adhering cloſely to the inſtructions of ſcrip- 
ture, that they have preſented us with a 
ſyſtem of religious faith, worſhip, and prac- 
tice, ſo much more ſimple and excel- 

lent, than that of any Chriſtian divines, 
Vho have paid a regard to the authority of 
particular perſons, or churches, whether 
ancient or modern. © — 


As the goſpel hath given them nobler 
ſentiments of religion, ſo hath it raiſed 
them to a far more excellent ſpirit, than 
the Heathen philoſophers poſſeſſed. It hath 

inſpired them with ſuch a ſacred regard to 
truth, as engaged them ſteadily to profeſs it, 

in oppoſition to the prevailing opinions and 

cuſtoms of the world, and, in many caſes, 

at the hazard of every thing valuable: 

while the moſt eminent ſages in the Hea- 

then world, like many infidels in the pre- 
ſent age, conformed to the eſtabliſhed ſu- 
perſtition 
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perſtition and idolatry.—And not only in 
the profeſſion of the truth, but in the puri- 
ty of their lives, and the amiableneſs of 
their temper, doth its ſuperior excellence 
appear; particularly in the forgiveneſs of 
injuries; and in meekneſs and humility, of 
which many, and eſpecially Dr. Price, have 
Jet ſtriking examples. That in the moſt ef- 
fectual manner they have been taught of 
God, who is reconciling the world to himſelf, by 
his beloved Son, not impuling their tranſgreſſions 
unto them. T—Theſe they have learned by go- 
ing to Chriſt who was meek and lowly in heart: 
and diſplayed thoſe difficult virtues in his 
conduct, as well as recommended them by 
his doctrine, in ſuch a manner as no other 
Perſon ever did: for being in the form of God, 
he was not defirous of continuing like unto 
God, but diveſted himſelf of it, and took upon 
tam the form of a ſervant, being made in the 
 bikeneſs of man: and being found in faſhion as a 
man, he humbled hamfelf, and became obedien 
Unto death, even the death of the croſs 1. To 
that divine teacher have they gone, and to 
him we muſt go, hearkening to his voice, 
. 57 SE rs 
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and contemplating his conduct both in life 
and death, if we would poſſeſs that meek- 
nels, humility and mercy, which are the 
greateſt ornaments , of human nature, and 
in the 6ght N. ode of great price. E 


The relifian {which hath 8 and 
is ſtill able to produce ſuch excellent fruits, 
is worthy of our moſt cordial acceptance 
demands the warmeſt gratitude to God who 
prepared it for us, and the moſt affe ctionate 
remembrance of his beloved Son, who pub- 


liſhed it to the world, and confirmed it by 
his death! 5 Ps 


Laſtly, What hath been ſaid of the fall 
of a great man, ſhews the neceſſity of dili- 
gence in the immediate and perſevering im- 
provement of our talents, and the applica- 
tion of them to the great ends for which 
they are . | 


8 of the thing itſelf — the 
example ſet before us — the need there is 
in the world of the exertion of our powers, 
and various other motives conſpire, to ani- 
: mate 
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mate us in the purſuit of wiſdom and the 
praftice of righteouſneſs. — We have not 
the talents, which the great man, lately 


fallen, poſſeſſed ; but we have” all ſome 
talents, for the uſe and improvement of 
which we muſt give an account. We are 


not required to defend civil and religious 


liberty by writing, but we are to ſupport it 


by our conduct; ſtanding faſt in the li 
berty with which divine Providence has 


made us free: and eſpecially adhering 
cloſely to the worſhip of the Father in Spirit 


and Truth, in the name of Chriſt, agreeably 


to his command, * to whatever temporal 
inconveniences or ſufferings it may expoſe 


us. 


We may not be called, nor have it in our 
power, publicly to explain and prove by 


words, the excellence of a Chriſtian temper _ 
and conduct; but we are able and obliged 


to cultivate a Chriſtian ſpirit, and maintain 


a converſation becoming the goſpel; and 
this will operate powerfully in the ſpheres 


* John iv. 23, and xvi. 23, 


in 
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in which 1 we move, for the benefit of others, 


as well as of ourſelves. 


All men are not placed in the ſame ſta- 


tions, and conſequently are not endowed 
with the ſame gifts by divine Providence, 
but ſuch as are ſuited to the ſtations they 


fill : and it is comparatively of little im- 


portance to themſelves, what part is aſſign- 
ed them if they aft it well; and this indeed 


is of upſpeakable moment! 


Let us all then, my friends, reſolve, by 


divine aſſiſtance, to improve the talents 


which God has given us, and exert them in 
the ſpheres allotted us, with vigor, con- 
ſtancy and chearfulneſs, while we have 


opportunity — working (according to our 


Lord's declaration“) the work of him who 


Jent us, while it is called to day, remem- 


bering, that the might cometh when no, 


man can work; and that we muſt render an 
account of our  flewardſhip. — By a reſolute 


oppoſition to error and ſuperſtition by 
a ſteady adherence to religious truth, and 
„ 2 


* John ix. 4. Luke xvi, 2. 
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a regular diſcharge of every divine, focial 


and perſonal duty, let us prove ourſelves 


to be the genuine followers of our Lord, 
and all his faithful ſervants, who by a pati- 
ent continuance in well doing, have ſought 


kor divine and immortal glory — then will 
Bod confer upon us eternal life, *—then 


ſhall we have a place aſſigned us with the 


truly great! — Then ſhall we be admitted 


into the ſociety of wiſe and good beings, 


of perfeted ſpirits, of holy angels, of the 


exalted Saviour, and even into the pre- 


ſence of God, the indefettible ſpring of 


perfection and bleſſedneſs: when we fall : 


: Haine, as the brightneſs of the furmament, if not | 


as the flars of heaven for ever and ever ! + 
®- Rom 1 11. 7. T Dan. RU 3 
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